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Jun& 27, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 


(JNIV. OF MICH. 


following 


Ww IBRARY [To accompany 8. 1993] 
Lt V L. 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1993) to authorize payment for transportation of dependents, 
baggage, and household goods and effects of certain officers of the 
naval service under certain conditions, and for other purposes, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon with amendments and 
recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL 


The amendments are as follows: 

On page 1, line 4, delete the words “Secretary of the Navy” and 
insert in lieu thereof “Secretaries of the Navy and Treasury, with 
respect to the Coast Guard’’. 

On page 1, line 5, delete the words “and Marine Corps” and insert 
the words “, Marine Corps and Coast Guard” in lieu thereof. 

On page 1, line 7, delete the words ‘‘or Marine Corps Reserve’’ and 
insert in lieu thereof ‘‘, Marine Corps Reserve officers or Coast Guard 
Reserve’’. 

Amend the title so as to read: 

A bill to authorize payment for transportation of dependents, baggage, and 


household goods and effects of certain officers of the naval service and Coast 
Guard under certain conditions, and for other purposes, 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to provide for the payment 
of the transportation costs of dependents and of baggage and house- 
hold effects within the prescribed weight allowance from home of 
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record to first duty station in the case of Reserve officers of the Navy, 
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard appointed as officers of the Regular 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard during the period May 8, 1945 
(the date following VE-day), through March 31, 1951, the effective 
date of the Joint Travel Regulations, issued pursuant to section 303 
of the Career Compensation Act of 1949. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


Prior to April 1, 1951, there was no authority for the payment of 
transportation and household effects of officers of the Regular com- 
ponents of the Armed Forces from home to first duty station, although 
there is such authority now, under regulations promulgated pursuant 
to the Career Compensation Act. However, prior to April 1, 1951, 
there was authority for Reserve officers of the Armed Forces to trans- 
port their dependents and household effects at Government expense 
from home to first duty station when such personnel were ordered to 
active duty, and from last duty station to home upon release to 
inactive duty. This latter privilege is likewise provided for in the 
regulations issued pursuant to the Career Compensation Act. 

The officers involved transported their household effects on Govern- 
ment bills of lading or at their own expense contemplating reimburse- 
ment therefor, and transported their dependents on transportation 
requests issued by the Government or at their own expense, contem- 
plating reimbursement. These transactions took place at a time 
when the Navy and Coast Guard were integrating substantial num- 
bers of Regular officers due to the great exodus of Reserve personnel 
during the sudden demobilization. 

The officers involved were issued orders to report for a physical 
examination at the point nearest to their home, where such examina- 
tions were given. Upon passing their physical examination the 
officers received orders to report to their first duty station. After a 
number of these amounts had been paid, the Comptroller General 
ruled that under such circumstances, since the officers were given 
Regular commissions, they could not have their household effects and 
transportation of dependents paid for at Government expense to the 
first duty station. 

Had these officers been commissioned in the Regular Navy after 
reporting to their first duty station, which was the case in a large num- 
ber of military personnel, there would have been no question of their 
right to transportation of dependents and shipments of household 
effects. 

Since the officers had previously made shipments while on active 
duty as reservists, they had good reason to expect pavments of ship- 
ments and the transportation of dependents at Government expense 
when they accepted commissions in the Regular service. In many 
cases it would work real hardship on the officerst 0 repay the cost 
which in many cases amounts to over $500. In addition, it would be 
unfair to them since other officers in the Army and Navy in similar 
situations had such expenses paid for by the Government. 

Cases of this type will not reoccur since regulations issued pursuant 
to the Career Compensstion Act permits such transportation and 
shipments. 

The legislation would legalize the erroneous payments made at 
Government expense by the Navy and Coast Guard and would author- 
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ize payments to those officers who made the shipments of household 
effects and transportation of dependents at their own expense. 


DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS; COST DATA 


Approximately 1,564 Navy and Marine Corps officers and 200 
Coast Guard officers would be entitled to payments under the bill. 
The total cost of payments to the officers involved would be approxi- 
mately $602,230 plus the legalization of previous payments made by 
the Government amounting to $14,433. 


The Department of Defense urges enactment of the proposed legis- 
lation as indicated by the following letter: 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
Washington 25, D. C., August 2, 1951. 
Hon. Ricuarp B. Russe tt, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate. 


Dear Mr. CuarrMan: There is forwarded herewith a draft of proposed legis- 
lation to authorize payment for transportation of dependents, baggage and house- 
hold goods and effects of certain officers of the naval service under certain condi- 
tions, and for other purposes. 

This proposed legislation is a part of the Department of Defense legislative 
208 er for 1951 and it has been approved by the Bureau of the Budget. The 

rtment of Defense recommends that it be enacted by the Congress. 

urpose of the legislation.—This proposed bill would authorize reimbursement 
for the transportation of dependents and household effects from home to first 
duty station in the cases of officers of the United States Navy and United States 
Marine Corps appointed as officers of the Regular Navy and Marine Corps after 
previous service as naval or Marine Corps Reserve officers. Officers to be so 
reimbursed will include only those officers appointed to the Regular service during 
the period from May 8, 1945, to March 31, 1951, inclusive. Joint Travel Regu- 
lations, effective April 1, 1951, implementing the Career Compensation Act of 
1949 now provide for the reimbursement in future cases which is to be authorized 
by the proposed legislation for cases prior to April 1, 1951. 

Prior to April 1, 1951, the date the Joint Travel Regulations became effective, 
there was no authority for the payment of the cost of transportation of dependents 
and household effects of officers of the Regular components of the Armed Forces 
from home to first duty station. In the case of officers of the Reserve components 
of the Armed Forces, there was authority under section 12 of the Pay Readjust- 
ment Act of 1942, as amended, for the payment of the cost of transportation of 
dependents and household effects from home to first duty station when such 
personnel were ordered to active duty and from last duty station to home upon 
release to inactive duty. 

Under the provisions of the act of April 18, 1946 (60 Stat. 92), a number of 
officers of the Naval and Marine Corps Reserve accepted permanent commissions 
in the Regular Navy and Marine Corps while in an Inactive Reserve status. The 
Navy Department interpreted the then existing law to be that payment of 
transportation expenses was authorized and the majority of the officers concerned 
were guided by such interpretation. The Comptroller General in decision 
B-62262, of January 2, 1947, disallowed payments or reimbursement for such 
expenses on the basis that officers involved were in a status similar to persons 
accepting appointments in the Regular service from civil life. It would be 
manifestly unfair that those officers should be required to bear this unanticipated 
expense. 

Legislative references.—None. 

Cost and budget data.—Approximately 1,564 Navy and Marine Corps officers 
would be entitled to reimbursement under the provisions of this bill. About 
928 of these cases occurred prior to January 2, 1947, the date of the decision of 
the Comptroller General heretofore cited. The total cost of all payments is 
estimated at $532,230, plus the legalization of previous payments made by the 
Government in 71 cases amounting to $14,433. 

Department of Defense action agency.—The Department of the Navy has been 
—_ as the representative of the Department of Defense for this legislation. 

incerely, 
O 


. 


DANIEL K. EpWarps. 





